Practice Nurses Reference Group 

The General Practice environment is unique and often challenging. The nurse works in a primary health care setting that is also a private business where access to resources and other services is often difficult. These nurses are often isolated from peers and there is little opportunity to access appropriate professional development. The Sutherland Division of General Practice recognises the important role of practice nurses as part of the General Practice team, and acknowledges that access to appropriate peer support and professional development is essential for maintaining the highest possible professional standards. 

Role of the PN reference group 
The key goal of the group is to become a local resource for practice nurses working in general practice in the Sutherland area. The group will provide an important forum for networking, peer support and opportunities for professional development. 

The PN reference group has the following roles: 

· Supporting the Sutherland Division of General Practice through the General Practice Support Program, in enhancing and supporting the roles of General Practice Nurses 

· Providing a forum for sharing and exchange of knowledge expertise and experience 

· Assisting in accessing and disseminating relevant resources for practice nurses 

· Offering specialised expertise through a resource pool from network members as part of the mentoring program 

The PN reference group is an evolving and continually updated forum that assists the Division in organising network meetings, development of education/ training opportunities and development of resources to support general practice nurses. 

Meetings 

PN reference group meetings are held quarterly during weekday evening. The agenda can consist of up-skilling session, followed by a discussion on current nursing issues

Membership 
Membership is free and open to practice nurses working in general practices in the Sutherland Shire. 

For more information contact:
Sutherland Division of General Practice

Postal address: Suite 502, Level 5, 3-5 Stapleton ave

Sutherland NSW

Phone: (02) 9545 3533    Email: info@shiregps.com.au 
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Sutherland Division of General Practice
Phone: 9545 3533
Fax: 9545 3522
Email: info@shiregps.org.au

Website: www.shiregps.org.au 

Suite 502, Level 5, 3-5 Stapleton Avenue Sutherland NSW 2232
APPLICATION FORM - PRACTICE NURSE REFERENCE GROUP
If you wish to join this group please complete the form that follows and fax to the Sutherland Division of General Practice on (02) 9545 3522
Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Job position: _______________________________________________________
Contact address: ____________________________________________________
Suburb:_______________________________ Postal Code:_______________________ 

Tel: (_______)_________________________Fax:(_______)_____________________
Email: _____________________________________________________________ 
​​​​​​​​​What network activity would you be willing to be involved in? 

( Contributing to the newsletter &/or web site news 

( Planning program for network meetings 

( Developing training and education program 

( Being consulted in areas related to mentoring activities for practice nurses 

( Other? Please specify______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
